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Two very talented writers who have been
helping Liberty Wildlife for many years
have |'|l.".~.'E!|-' ]!lII.I:IIIhI'Il.'d chitldren™s books
Bodh Brsoke Bessesen and Hober Mesia
are on the cireuit of book siore SlEmIngs
and civie cvenls prodehing théar books,
And both of these temilie books pre o
mist have for nature lov ng clinldren ihas
holiday season.

In the great tradition of | 5th century natu-
ralists and adventurers, Brooke Bessesen
travels the world o study animals.
Swimming in the o¢cans off Costa Rica,
the British West Indics. Tahiti and Hawaii
with all manner of large marine fauna,
and traveling on safan in Afnica she
strves o satisfy a curosity about wildlife
that has simmered since childbood

“I have been writing about animals since
| was seven years old,” Brooke states
“My favoriie activity was fo get out the
encyclopedia or go oulside and do gobs
of research on an animal. Then | would
wriie up a reporl.”  Brooke’s firs piece
of writing was a fifteen page paper about
birds she had observed in her hack vard
“*Back then | wrote “hinds sither hiap or
walk®'. Mow,"” she laughs, “1 write “birds
hop unless they have rodating hip cufls,
then they may walk®,™

Zachary Z. Packrat

and His Amazing Collactioms 4

Brooke's lntest book, Za ."lr.l.lj' 2. Pockir
and His A mazing Callecrions appeared in
boaok stores this fall. A Azana |"|'|_|._r W
published the book, and it is charmingly
illustrated by well-known Ohio artis:
Jenny Campbell, who expertly brings owl
the fun pnd movement of Zachary 7
“The book’s cover says, "based on a trse
story”,” explans Brooke, “because il is

the story of my mom and dod, and every
other peckrat in myv life,”

Brooke adds that when human packrats
collect doodads, knickknacks and famally
hieirlooms they create a history of their
lives. On a langer scale lemans collect
an in museums and books in libranes
that preserve a recond of our seciety

that teaches about the past.

Brocke is fascinated by 1the pamllel o
ke found between these human packrats
and the mammal packrats that are also
obsessed with collecting appealing items
from around their homes, Packrats collect
irresistible matenals like twigs, leaves,
baomes, human artifacts, shiny objects,
insegts, ond the scat of other animals.
They pile these treasures on top of their
nests, and unnote on them. Packral pee
15 thick and viscous sinee they drink very
little water. The dried wrine hardens o
o Cry stollized amber resin called aombernay
thot coats and preserves the contents of
the heap. I the desen Sowthwest, there
is little rain or snow o break down these
packrat middens. Owver the gemnerations
the packrat collections become enormous,
Seeentists called pa |L‘:h.'|.l|.|1|.1i'~r'lh, Wi hll.lLl:n'
the environment, have used radiocarbon
dating to discover that some packral
middens are at least 30,000 vears
old. ?".l.r, FL'II.'LJII!‘\. - lyiniman and
animal - do teach us aboul and link
us to the past.

“"Packrais ane fun and likable,™
Brooke declares, “Amad | love 1o
revieal similaritics between animals

and people.”

You will love the story of Zackary £
Packrat and his A mazing Collections.
The rhythm, rhyming and humor

of the prose are reminiscent of Dir,
sess and will lighten your hean
You may decide to buy a copy for that
tavonte kid in your life and keep another
copy on your own boskshell for daily use

Brooke Bessesen has also written and
llustrated, Look Who £ives fr the Do)
I""Ilh]!lth‘lJ i 20 ?P:. A nzong ,I',I',..,l. TR,
and Loak Wha Lives i the Ocean! to be
released this March. She has been wirking
in television production for over twenty

8

vears, and is a regular speaker in class-
rooans arownd the valley educating
chaldren about wildlafe, Jus ke she did
when she volunteered in the education
aren of | ||::-.;n;:. Wildlfe

Another |.|.|1¢'r1} Whldlife alam who 15
|-I\'.'rL'\'L']:|.' coimnited o &aving and pre-
RETVITIE nativie apecies 15 Hobert Mesin,
h||.|!|1|.1|-.l il ur||.|1r|u'|||5._:|.:.|

Robert's first children's book, Comdor
apirrt af the Campowr, was published by
Lirand Canyon Assocmben in 2007, This
beautifully smitten, mult-layered stony

15 tllustrated by Loarry Ormsby, Chrmsby's
rendenngs of the Grand Canyon and the
Comdors that soar there do ample justice
to the splendid setiing and fascinating
animils,

In the story, a young Mative American boy
named Little Feather sees the giant birds
.~r|.'u'll'il1# ahsorve the Giramd ( AMYON and
when he (L back to CaMN he asks his
gr:llldt';uh-:r about them. Grandiather ells
him the story of Condor, a wise bird that
soars above all, and about how the Native
Americans have revered Condor since the
beginning of tme. CGrondfather pulls a
gant Londor feather from his medicine
bundle and touches the tp lo Lattle
Feather's forehend, and he I;w:gmx fo sing.
Thes is born this young boy's destiny. He
ohservies the Condors he saw that first day
and brings questions back to Grandfather
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